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Many Christians are told Isaiah chapter 53 is all about Jesus. If one were to only read that 

chapter in all of the Book of Isaiah while also ignoring what the other prophets of the Hebrew 

Bible prophesied about, then it would be easy to assume Isaiah is describing the death of Jesus 

on the cross. However, one cannot grasp all the author is conveying by only reading one 

chapter and jumping to conclusions. Whether Christian or Jewish, we must learn to stop 

making Scripture fit our preconceived notions and rather, let Scripture interpret Scripture 

within context and how the author refers to terms throughout. Additionally, how can the 

reader determine who the character is when that particular chapter only uses pronouns such 

as “him”? What is the series or book’s overall theme? First, let’s explore the theme of the 

Book of Isaiah before identifying the character of Isaiah 53. As I read Isaiah 53, I recognized 

a familiar theme manifest. In several other chapters penned by Isaiah as well as others 

throughout the Hebrew Bible, G!d’s chosen people, particularly the righteous remnant, are 

often overlooked or considered the ‘underdog’, persecuted, and afflicted. Certainly, 

throughout the pages of the Bible and over the course of history, many of G!d’s chosen people 

at times are stiff-necked and rebellious; however, there are some, a remnant, who chose to 

live righteously by adhering to Torah, or G!d’s ways, to the best of their ability and were 

eventually rewarded. We see Noah mocked while being obedient and yet spared of the great 

flood of judgment by the arm of the LORD. We see Joseph rejected and afflicted by his own 

family only to be elevated to the highest position by the arm of the LORD. We see David, a 

lowly, humble shepherd boy, overlooked as G!d’s anointed by man, but cultivated into a 

mighty warrior King by the arm of the LORD. We see Esther, an orphaned, girl chosen simply 

for her beauty but chosen by the arm of the LORD to save the Jewish people elevating them 

and all involved. We see people like Job and Daniel tested and refined; yet, rewarded by the 

arm of the LORD. 

Similarly, in the final verses of Isaiah 52 leading up to the often misunderstood Isaiah 53, we 

see “the servant” will be raised up and revered by Gentiles after having been rejected and 

refined due to the sins of the rebellious fulfilling prophecy often spoken of throughout the 

Torah and Prophets (compare Deuteronomy 26:19, 28:1,10 as well as Isaiah 60-61, 62:2-4). 

Consider and compare Isaiah 52:13-15 with other chapters in the Book of Isaiah as well as 

other prophetic books all express similar sentiments referring to the nation of Israel as those 

who were once hated and despised, being the Jews and all of the twelve tribes, will be exalted 

/ resurrected, reunited, and restored to rule and reign or extolled and be very high (see Ezekiel 

34-48, Jeremiah 29-31, Isaiah 2, 11, 60-62, Micah 4, Zechariah 8, Zechariah 14). 

“WHAT OTHER PASSAGES REFER TO ISRAEL AS ‘HIM’?” 

 

In regards to Isaiah 52 and 53, I asked myself, “What other passages refer to Israel as 

‘him’?” Surprisingly, numerous Scriptures refer to Israel in the masculine (Isaiah 
45:11,46:8,56:8; Jeremiah 31:9-11,18,20-22; Hosea 7:8-10, 8:14, 10:6, 11:1,5, 12:1-4, 13:12-

13). It would appear collective people such as Israel/Jacob/Ephraim/Judah uses pronouns 
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such as him/his and them/their. Whereas when Scripture references specific cities such as 
Zion, Jerusalem, Holy City, Samaria, Babylon, etc, it uses the feminine pronouns (Isaiah 

10:11,47:1,5, 51:17-18, 52:1-2, 62:1-2). 
 

“HAS ISRAEL BEEN DEFINED AS ‘MY SERVANT’ SUCH AS IN ISAIAH 

52:13?” 
 

I then asked myself, “Has Israel been defined as ‘My Servant’ such as in Isaiah 

52:13?” Again, surprisingly, yes. Isaiah 44:1-2,21-22, 45:4, 48:20, 49:3. 

When reading any other book, would you insert a different subject just because they have 

similarities and then deem that one chapter is all about a different person not identified within 

the book? For example, while reading a book about the suffering of Jews during the 
Holocaust, no one would pick out one chapter and say, “Oh, this must be about Anne Frank, 

because she was a Jew that suffered in the Holocaust.” when there is no mention specifically 
of Anne Frank. 

More specifically, let’s examine each verse of Isaiah 53 to see other themes of these same 
sentiments further proving this text is about Israel, not specifically and exclusively Jesus. 

ISAIAH 53 | VERSE-BY-VERSE 

Isaiah 53:1 arm of the LORD = strength; see Isaiah 51:9, 59:16; 63:5 and Psalm 44:4 all of 
which speaks to this pattern is all of G!d’s doing, His strength and His will, the arm of the 

LORD. 

53:2 no form or comeliness is likened to Zephaniah 3:12 referring to the remnant as meek and 
humble 

53:3 the servant is despised and rejected; despised and we did not esteem him is similar to 
Psalm 44:13-15, but especially Isaiah 49’s reference to Israel being rejected by men, yet later 

esteemed or raised up just as the later part of Isaiah 52 and 53 speak to. Notice the entire 
passage of Isaiah 49 is about Israel, the servant (vs 3), who is afflicted by men (vs 13-14), and 

just as Isaiah 52:13-15 speaks to the “servant” being miraculously extolled higher than kings 
which shocks the kings that this little nation is now honored, Isaiah 49:23-26, Isaiah 51 speak 
to the same prophecy as does all of Isaiah 60, but specifically Isaiah 60:14-15, as well as Isaiah 

62:2-4. 

53:4 wounded, stricken, smitten and afflicted by G!d compare to the remnant of Israel being 

afflicted in Zephaniah 3:19, Psalm 44:24-25, Isaiah 51:7,12 (notice Isaiah 51:9 referring to the 
arm of the LORD just as Isaiah 53:1 and the close proximity of these parallel verses); also, 

see Isaiah 60:14-15. 



53:5 all of Israel will suffer for the sins of Israel (i.e. even the righteous remnant such as Daniel 
and Jeremiah were carried off into the Babylonian captivity). Also, compare the servant being 

bruised for iniquities then healed to Israel being bruised for their iniquities in Isaiah 30:9-15, 
then bind up the bruise and healed in Isaiah 30:26 

53:6 is about the entire community being held accountable for sins. Should one person sin, 
they all suffer; hence, why there are incidents in the Hebrew Bible of drastically removing the 

offender from the camp (i.e. Joshua 7-9). G!d is big on community, unity, and being in one 
accord; hence, why He stresses we are responsible for one another (think Cain and Abel; love 
your neighbor; priests sacrificing for the entire community should there be unintentional sin 

members committed) or how G!d’s entire justice system is designed to hold one another 
accountable. Remember, the prophet Isaiah was the prophet sent to the Northern Kingdom 

of Israel/10 tribes/House of Israel. So when the majority of the House of Israel sins, hence 
“we (House of Israel) like sheep have gone astray”, everyone suffers including the few 

righteous ones just like Jeremiah and Daniel suffered in the Southern Kingdom/House of 
Judah when the Babylonians took the Jews to Babylon and held them captive. Some of Judah 
had sinned and consequently, G!d sent the Babylonians to discipline them for 70 years due to 

their violation of G!d’s land laws. Nevertheless, the righteous remnant paid heavily too 
(Jeremiah, Daniel, and others). We see that same concept in the second part of the verse, “and 

the LORD has laid on him (righteous remnant of House of Israel) the sins of us all (the 
majority of people of Israel/House of Israel)” and is likened to Zephaniah 3:13 as well as 

Ezekiel 34 and Psalm 44:11 

53:7 the servant/he didn’t open his mouth is also referenced of the righteous remnant of Israel 
learning to not open their mouth in rest and quietness Isaiah 30:15 and Zephaniah 3:13 and 

Psalm 46:10/11 (depending on if you are using the Hebrew or Christian Bibles);  sheep for 
slaughter, the sheep being representative of Israel, is also found in Jeremiah 11:19 and 12:3 

as well as Psalm 44:22. 

53:8 the righteous servant/remnant being cut off from land of living is also referenced in 

Jeremiah 11:19 whereas Israel being cut off from the land/living in general is mentioned in 1 
Kings 9:6-7 and  Ezekiel 37:11 

53:9 no deceit in his mouth is also referenced in Zephaniah 3:13 of no deceit being in the 

mouth of the righteous remnant (even the author of the Book of Revelation seemed to 
understand this reference is about Israel see Revelation 14:5 and how it is referencing the 

144,000 righteous remnant of Israel found in Revelation 7) 

53:10 again references bruising the servant as did 53:5 and 30:26; note: Jesus/Yeshua had no 

physical seed or offspring to carry on his legacy, but Israel’s descendants continue to be fruitful 
and multiply. The prophet Isaiah also prophecized a tenth of the holy seed will remain in 
chapter 10:13. 



53:11 -12 by his knowledge – knowledge or wisdom in the Hebrew Bible always refers to 
Torah/G!d’s laws see Hosea 4:6 as an example or Proverbs 3. Obeying Torah is defined as 

being righteous and received by G!d (see Psalm 95:6-11; 103, 119 and Isaiah 1:16-20, as just 
a few examples, but really it is everywhere in the Tanakh.) Also, notice Isaiah 26 speaks all 

about salvation and the importance of learning righteousness in Isaiah 26:8-12 or Isaiah 48:17-
19. Israel, specifically the Jewish people, are called to be the light to the nations (Isaiah 42:6-

8 and 49:3,6) and how are they/we to be the light? By living Torah, obeying G!d’s voice, 
which is Torah (Deuteronomy 28:1; Psalm 119:105; Proverbs 6:23; 4:2). So that the world 
might come to know how to be saved and therefore not perish (Hosea 4:6). The righteous 

remnant repeatedly intercedes on behalf of the people, despite their transgressions (see Moses 
and Aaron and all the prophets as examples), but moreover, lead in love simply by example 

of a Torah-observant lifestyle (to the best of their ability). Isaiah 53 speaks to the affliction of 
Israel; Isaiah 54 speaks to the salvation of the Jews/Israel; Isaiah 55 is an invitation for all to 

follow their example; Isaiah 56 explains the Gentiles/foreigners who also keep G!d’s 
covenant (Torah) are also saved/gathered to Mt Zion. 

“What Is Salvation?” 

Next, after pondering such concepts, I thoroughly researched Scriptures to find where it 
indicates a person will need to die for my sins and that one is eternally damned in their 
sins. To my surprise, I found “salvation” is always referencing a literal, physical saving, no 

one can die for another’s sins for we each are held accountable (Deuteronomy 24:16, 2 Kings 
14:6, Jeremiah 31:29-30, Ezekiel 18:19-24, 33:12-20), and that all one must do is repent and 

obey G!d’s commands and He will gladly forgive (see Psalm 103 and Isaiah 1:16-20 or the 
story of Jonah and how even the Gentiles had been forgiven simply for repenting or the 

repeated message of the Prophets). 

Choose This Day Whom You Will Serve 

Christianity teaches if you don’t believe in Jesus you are damned to hell, eternally lost, part 

of the Anti-Christ Spirit, etc. while the Hebrew Scriptures teach if you believe in Jesus you 
are an idolater and will be held accountable for your sins as we all are.  

Choose this day whom you will serve and choose wisely. Shalom and blessings! 
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